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WE HOPE TO…
Goal 1: Cast the Vision!



WHY FAITH AT HOME?
A Biblical Mandate 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9



FOR THE FAITH OF THE 
NEXT GENERATION

To see our children know and love God, and 
honour Him in their lives.



WE HOPE TO…
Goal 2: Get practical!



On Personal Faith Practices

On Church Involvement

On Sabbath Rest

76%
are involved in small 

groups or AGs 
2-3 times  or 
more monthly

40%
are involved 
in ministry weekly

are involved 
in evangelism
at least monthly

42%
observe sabbath 
rest weekly

56%
of YOUTH never

observe sabbath rest

67%
read their  bibles 

more than 
once a week

35%

33%
Have faith discssion

with either parent
65%

Say parents have
a high impact on their
spiritual development

77%
Say parents are

role models for their
relationship with God

YOUTHS
Age 13-16

48%
Have faith discssion
with their children
59%
Say they have a high 
impact on their children’s
spiritual development
71%
Say they are happy with
the way they parent 
their children

PARENTS
with Young Children 
& Teenagers

On Family Faith Practices of
YOUTH with Christian Parents

NEVER ONCE A MONTH OR LESS WEEKLY OR MORE

14%

35%

50%

50%

27%Bible Reading
Together

Pray / Worship
Together

Ministry
Involvement

Together

On Family Faith Practices of
PARENTS with Young Children or Teenagers

NEVER ONCE A MONTH OR LESS WEEKLY OR MORE

20%

59%

71%

44%Bible Reading
Together

Pray / Worship
Together

Ministry
Involvement

Together

FAITH

RELATIONSHIPS
CONCERNING FAMILIES, MARRIAGES, CHURCH & DISCIPLESHIP

believe they 
know and are living 

out God’s calling for them

93%
say God’s calling

is important

65%

56%
say church has 

helped them 
pursue their calling34%

say parents have helped
them pursue their calling

On Calling

On Pursuing Your Calling

say they can 
talk to someone
in church about 
personal issues

72%

78%
say the church

is like family

40%
are currently
being discipled

31%
do not want to

be discipled

29%
want to be

discipled

On Church
Relationships

On Discipleship

PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIPS

56%
Have a close 

relationship with
 thier fathers

76%
have a close 
relationship with 
thier mothers

MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS

Low risk of maritial distress

66%
Husbands are 
satisfied with 
their marriage

61%
Wives are 
satisfied with 
their marriage

Youths relationship corresponds well with Parent’s perspective

YOUTH’S PERSPECTIVE

81%
Youths have a 

close relationship 
with their fathers

88%
Youths have a 
close relationship 
with their mothers

CONCERNING PURPOSE 
AND CALLING & PURSUING IT 

IDENTITY

On Spiritual Impact of Family

CONCERNING CHURCH ACTIVITES, PERSONAL & FAIMLY FAITH  PRACTICES

ZION 
BISHAN 
BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

48%
MEN

52%
WOMEN YOUTH

AGE 13-1
9

SINGLE YOUNG ADULT
S

AGE 20-3
5

DATING/ENGAGED YOUNG ADULT
S

AGE 20-3
5

SINGLE ADULT
S

AGE 36-5
9

MARRIED ADULT
S (N

O CHILDREN)

AGE 20-5
9

PARENTS

AGE 20-5
9

SENIORS

AGE 60+

16%
16%

8%

4% 5%

39%

12%

First-Gen Christians

48%
1ST-GEN

52%
2ND-GEN YOUTH

SINGLE

YOUNG ADULT
S

DATING/ENGAGED

YOUNG ADULT
S

SINGLE ADULT
S

MARRIED ADULT
S

(N
O CHILDREN)

PARENTS

SENIORS

10% 21%

23% 71%
39%

70%

77%

GENERAL INFORMATION, PARTITCIPANTS & LIFE STAGES
DEMOGRAPHICS

WHOLELIFE
INVENTORY

SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY 2018
ZION BISHAN BP CHURCH

513
General Information

PARTICIPATED IN
THE INVENTORY FROM 
15 OCT - 12 NOV 2017



CHURCH & HOME
Partners for life



WHAT WE’LL DO TODAY
➤ Intro/Vision 

➤ Today’s topic:  
Sitting in Big Church 

➤ Truth 

➤ Testimony 

➤ Teach 

➤ Try (Talk)



SITTING IN 
BIG CHURCH

Faith at Home



HOW DO YOU  
FEEL ABOUT IT?

menti.com 
98 25 51 0

http://menti.com




THERE IS NO ONE CORRECT CHURCH MODEL
➤ It is not a sin if we don’t train our children to sit in service.  

➤ Sunday school/Children’s Discipleship classes do good work.  

➤ There are good reasons to train children to sit in service.  

➤ COVID-19 might not have left us with many choices in this 
season.  

➤ Will it be worth the embarrassment, trouble and pain?  

➤ YES!



TRUTH
1. Biblical 
2. Rational



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Exodus 12:1-28 
The Passover 
14This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your 
generations… 26And when your children say to 
you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27you 
shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover…



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Deuteronomy 31:9-13 
9Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the 
priests… 10And Moses commanded them… 11you 
shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 
12Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, 
and the sojourner within your towns, that they may 
hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, and be 
careful to do all the words of this law, 13and that 
their children, who have not known it, may hear 
and learn to fear the Lord your God…



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Ezra 10:1 
1While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping 
and casting himself down before the house of God, a 
very great assembly of men, women, and children, 
gathered to him out of Israel, for the people wept 
bitterly.



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Nehemiah 12:43 
43And they offered great sacrifices that day and 
rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great 
joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the 
joy of Jerusalem was heard far away.



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Joel 2:12-17 
12“Yet even now,” 
declares the Lord,“return 
to me with all your 
heart… 
15Blow the trumpet in 
Zion; consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 

 
16 gather the people. 
Consecrate the 
congregation; assemble 
the elders; gather the 
children, even nursing 
infants.



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Acts 16:31-34 
31And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.” 32And they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. 33And he took them the same 
hour of the night and washed their wounds; and 
he was baptized at once, he and all his 
family. 34Then he brought them up into his house 
and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with 
his entire household that he had believed in God.



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Types of “services” in the Bible 

➤ Passover = Watchnight, Easter, Christmas 

➤ Rejoicing = Special services (Anniversary) 

➤ Confession, solemn assemblies = Sunday services 

➤ Baptisms  

How is faith passed on to children? 



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Deuteronomy 4  
9…Make them known to your children and your 
children's children— 10how on the day that you 
stood before the Lord your God at Horeb… 



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Deuteronomy 6  
4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
5You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. 
6And these words that I command you today shall be 
on your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently 
(impress them) to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise.



BIBLICAL TRUTH

Psalm 78 
2 I will open my mouth in a 
parable; I will utter dark 
sayings from of old, 3 things 
that we have heard and 
known, that our fathers have 
told us. 
4 We will not hide them from 
their children, but tell to the 
coming generation the 
glorious deeds of the Lord, 
and his might…

 
5…he commanded our 
fathers to teach to their 
children, 
6 that the next generation 
might know them, the 
children yet unborn, and arise 
and tell them to their children, 
7 so that they should set their 
hope in God and not 
forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments;



BIBLICAL TRUTH

How is faith passed on to children?  

➤ By them being present 

➤ By them asking questions  

➤ By parents telling and explaining to them the meaning of these 
things  

If our children are not present at our worship services, how do we 
“impress” upon them what God is doing in our lives? 



TRUTH
Makes sense right?



RATIONAL TRUTH

If you start bringing your child, from 3 years old onwards, to every 
Sunday service, how many times would he/she have experienced 
worship service by the age of 13 or 18?  

➤ 468 times by age 13 

➤ 780 times by age 18  

They’ll get there “eventually” 

➤ Too difficult?  

➤ Something else is better for them? 



https://youtu.be/u-z2ygb1QLc?t=489 

Timestamp = 8:10 - 10:20

https://youtu.be/u-z2ygb1QLc?t=489


TRUTH: LOOK AT OUR YOUTHS
➤ Youths are disengaged/not interested/are not able to adjust 

well to main worship service/need something else.  

➤ What happened? Why did we stop following these biblical 
examples?  

➤ Age-segregated classes  

➤ Cultural shift in education 

➤ Cultural shift in efficiency  

➤ Leaving it to the “experts” 

➤ Parents abdicate their responsibility to the church 

➤ The church allowed it



“
Churches will begin “[to] build buildings 
to support segregation and they will do it 
with excellence. They will not build for 
racial segregation, but to support age 
segregation. Both the natural appeal of 
such buildings and the programming 
centered there will guarantee [that] 
teenagers will only experience church life 
with people almost precisely their own 
age. Adults will find no ways to bless 
children, much less even see them. 
Young people will be cut off from the 
richness of almost all adult relationships. 
And, most importantly, they will not see 
members of their own families until it is 
time to meet at their cars to go home.”

Richard Ross (2006).  
"What Will Church Be Like in Ten Years?"



TRUTH: A NECESSARY SEASON?
➤ 100 year mistake or season?  

➤ COVID-19 pushing us into a new season? 

➤ Our children will learn the rhythms of church life: 
“They must see, know, and learn that the singing of the great 
hymns of the faith, the preaching of the Word, reading of 
confessions, corporate prayers, etc. is anything but boring. It is 
the gathered life of the community of faith. It is our weekly 
rhythm—appointed by God, designed by Him, established for 
the ages—this is what we want them to know, because we want 
them to know and worship Him.” - Jason Helopoulos, 2012,  
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-lets-bring-it-back/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-lets-bring-it-back/


https://youtu.be/u-z2ygb1QLc?t=179 

Timestamp = 2:59 - 6:36



TRUTH
Your heart first. 

You cannot impart what you do not have.



TESTIMONY
Sharing stories



TEACH
Let’s get practical



https://www.desiringgod.org/
articles/the-family-together-in-
gods-presence#some-practical-

suggestions-from-noel 

John & Noel Piper, 1995 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-

worship-mom-tested-tips/ 

Jason Helopoulos, 2012 
“Perspectives on Family Ministry” 

by Timothy Paul Jones, 2009 (2019)

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel
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https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/


TEACH: TRAINING OUR CHILDREN TO SIT IN CHURCH

It won’t come naturally to them 

➤ Training is a process 

➤ It will take time 

➤ It won’t go smoothly all the time 

➤ Start early! 

➤ Don’t give up! 



TEACH: ARTICLE #1

BEFORE 

➤ Focus on this moment throughout the week 

➤ Model excitement about the Lord’s Day 

➤ Implement family worship at home 

➤ Read the passage during the week 

➤ Start early*

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/


TEACH: ARTICLE #1

DURING 

➤ Use Moments in the Service 

➤ Use the Obvious Helps 

➤ Sit near the Front 

➤ Create an atmosphere in your row 

➤ Enlist the Support of Other Members 

➤ Stop Worrying*

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/


TEACH: ARTICLE #1

AFTER 

➤ Affirm Your Children 

➤ Be Consistent* 

➤ Do Not be Overzealous*

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-worship-mom-tested-tips/


TEACH: ARTICLE #2

BEFORE - Preparation begins during the week  

➤ Read the Scripture passage for the coming 
Sunday - create familiarity  

➤ Look out for special items during the next 
service - create anticipation  

BEFORE - Just before service 

➤ Prepare pen and notebook 

➤ Trip to the toilet 

➤ For older kids, set expectations

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel


TEACH: ARTICLE #2

DURING - Goals for training 

➤ That children learn early and as well as they 
can to worship God heartily.  

➤ That parents be able to worship. 

➤ That families cause [as little] distraction to 
the people around them. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel


TEACH: ARTICLE #2
DURING - Expectations  

➤ Sit or stand or close eyes when the service calls for it. 

➤ Sit up straight and still — not lounging or fidgeting or 
crawling around, but respectful toward God and the 
worshipers around you. 

➤ Keep bulletin papers and Bible and hymnal pages as 
quiet as possible. 

➤ Stay awake. Taking notes helps. 

➤ Look toward the worship leaders in the front. No 
people-gazing or clock-watching. 

➤ If you can read fast enough, sing along. At least keep 
your eyes on the words and try to think them. If you 
can’t read yet, listen very hard. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel


TEACH: ARTICLE #2

AFTER - if child did well 

➤ Readily praise the child 

➤ Mention one or two things he could improve on 

AFTER - if (older) child disregarded established 
expectations 

➤ Immediately find a private corner and deliver 
deserved words 

➤ Carry out consequences as promised

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-family-together-in-gods-presence#some-practical-suggestions-from-noel


TEACH: SUMMARY
➤ Training begins at home 

➤ Create familiarity and anticipation  

➤ Doing family devotions helps this 

(Faith at Home: Family Devotions - Look out for it next year!) 

➤ Use obvious helps  

➤ Elements of service 

➤ Other people  

➤ Encouraging your child after



TRY
Can’t this time…



TALK
Encourage one another!



TALK

1. The worship service is a time to be in reverence of God. How 
do you personally approach Sunday worship service? How should 
our children? 

2. Share one take away from today’s sharing.  

3. How can we help very young children learn to be quiet during 
service? (Home practice ideas and distraction techniques) 

4. How will your child ask ‘What do you mean by this service?’



SITTING IN 
BIG CHURCH

Faith at Home



https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/
article/why-we-embrace-children-in-

our-worship-service/ 

Kristen Black, 2020 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
blogs/kevin-deyoung/children-in-

worship-lets-bring-it-back/ 

Jason Helopoulos, 2012 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
article/4-reasons-your-kids-should-

sit-with-you-on-sunday/ 

Jared Bridges, 2016 

https://ca.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-we-embrace-children-in-our-worship-service/
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